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*** Royal Marines Memorable Corps Dates® * *
September

st . . . . . .
1 Headquarters 3 Special Service Brigade formed from HQ 102 Royal Marine Brigade, 1943 .

st . . . . .
1 All Royal Marine Bands integrated into the Royal Marine Band Service, 1950.

h .
9t Landing at Salerno, 41 Commando RM, 1943.
d . . .
22n IRA bombed the Royal Marines School of Music, Deal, 11 bandsmen killed, 1989.

24thRoyalMarines granted the insignia of .the 6GIl obed
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Important Note:
Some members who received their Sea and Land Newsletter by email have found that their

subsequent printed copy had text and/or graphics out of alignment. This ma y be due to the
O6page setupbd settings originally used to compile the ng
as default in the recipients MS Word program. It is suggested that the page setup

settings be changed to O0A4 paper size, alddemal/rfgoiontse rt ot o
Hopefully, that should alleviate the problem. If you still have format problems or cannot

open the newsletter in its current format, please call the editor (07 3204 4984).

NEXT GENERAL MEETING

1130 Hrs SUNDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2009
AT THE O6SHI PPI NG ROOM®G
QUEENSLAND MARITIME MUSEUM, SOUTH BANK

Please Bring a Plate

Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 9th August 2009
The Meeting Commenced: at 1130 hrs with the usual one minute of silence in memory of fallen
comrades .
Members in attendance . Messrs Alexander, Brown, Carr R,  Challis, Church, Crichton, Cude, Eaves,
Holder, Hornby, Kehoe, Knowles, Leaney, Rev. Pearson, Rose, Russell R, Steel, T omkins, Wells,
Whitworth, Wood T and Wood W.
Ladies Present: Mesdames Brown, Clarke, Collins, Crichton, Cude, Holder, Knowles, Leaney,
Melhuish, Steel and Whitworth.
Apologies received : Terry & Emily Aspinall, Tom Baker, Mavis Bates, Cliff & Joan Dabbs, Kay
McAfee, Michael Carr, Sam Russell, Marie Wells.
Visitors  :  Rosina Reynolds (daughter of Roy & Betty Leaney).
Minutes of the July Meeting . The Secretary moved that the Ju ly minutes as printed in the August
fSea & Landd be adopted. T hness arisiig dromm the niinotes,bthe smotion was
seconded by Tom Challis. - Carried.
Matters Arising From the Minutes . Nil
Inward Correspondence . The usual newsletters from Australasian and International entities of the
RMA and service institutions.
Outward Correspondence : Correspondence was restricted to internal/external administrative e -
mail traffic only, copies of which are available on request.
Matters Arising From the Correspondence :Nil. The Secretary proposed that all correspondence as
stated be ac  cepted. Seconded by Cleve Whitworth - Carried.

Treasur er 86s: Rd@heolreasurer gave a detailed statement of accounts. There being no
business arising, it was proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by Roy Russell that the accounts

be accepted - Carried.

Soci al Convenor 6 MaretCachton thanked Cleve and De nise for their excellent effort

with the Christmas in July function held at their house. Margaret produced some menus obtained

by George Steel from the Geebung/Zillmere RSL as a suggested venue for our Corps Birthday

luncheon . After much discussion it wa s determined that the lack of food choices and the cost
were not acceptable and it  was decided that the function will be self - catered and held at the
Shipping Room. Tony Cude mentioned that his daughter w ould soon visit the UK where she is to

pick up a do nation from Plymouth RMA towards our Corps Birthday function.

Member sd Wel fare Secr et Alany @elconRaJp Gallihs back and informed the membership
that David Mawby was back home in Cairns after h is successful operation at the Mater . David did

r aise the matter of not receiving any visits, however, an apology and an explanation relating to

the breakdown in communication was made in  this regrettable situation. Jo advised that Emily
Aspinall was unwell. Alan asked if any member was aware of Frank Tayl ords current situa
he has been absent for a while. Enquiries will be made. Alan also enquired if anyone knew a
potential member, ex R M Jim Shepherd, who resid es on Bribie Island. The reply was in the
negative , however, further enquiries will  be made .

General Business

Bar Crest : i Alan produced the newly embroidered bar crest to which the members displayed their
approval. Tony Cude suggested that there was a second crest available which could be affixed to

a small RM pennant and presented to the Plymouth RMA as thanks for their previously mentioned

donation. It was agreed to discuss this matter at the next meeting.

Appreciation __: T Alex Crichton proposed a vote of thanks to Frank Murphy and Roy Russell for

their donations to the cost of the ba r crest. The members responded in the usual manner.

Donation : i Mavis Bates donated the late Ted Bates reference books on ships recognition to the
RMAQ.

Newsletter Addition : T Jo Collins enquired as to the possibility of including a wom ends page in

the Sea and Land. After some spirited discussion it was decided that the idea may have some
merit. The editor will attempt to restructure the newsletter to enable the addition.
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Association Bar Attendance : 1 Alan requested members to stay a while longer
after  the formal meeting. There is plenty of food and drink and we should take advantage of
this time to socialise, enjoy ourselves and get to know each other.

T Shirts _: 7 Alex Crichton enquired as to the availability of T Shirts with RMAQ crest. John
Wells s tated he would make enquiries and would also check on the availability
New Seamandés Mi s s i onReregemdBi# Pearson advise dthat the Seamands Mission

padre, the Reverend Vun.

The meeting closed at 1200 hrs
My Little Bit
AnMen will wrangle for religion; writ e -Charlesdaleb;Colion g h't
It is good to see that we are finally slipping into warmer weather in our beautiful
piece of paradise here in South East Queensland. Although we are approaching healthier
times, the spectre of &6éswine flué and other lurgieso6 stild]l

Even with the sick bay list being high at this time of the year, it is still
pleasing to see the excellent turn up at our meetings. | thank you all.

You may notice an RM Band theme throughout this issue of the Sea and Land. Let us
not forget that on the 22 " Sept ember 1989, 11 bandsmen were murdered by a cowardly
terrorist bomb at Deal. How this obscene and despicable act can be claimed as a legitimate

target for the 6caused6 is beyond me. Some of the thugs i nyv
now hold so called ho nourable positions with government. | really do despair.

Al though deemed a 6softé target by the terrorists, to u
a very important part of our corps. Let us not forget that as well as being responsible
for us humming to oursel ves in time to their fine band music on parade, they also have

another important role as medical support and in battlefield war graves processing and
registration duties.

On a lighter note, arrangements for our RM Corps Birthday Luncheon at the QMM are
well underway. If | could ask you to please have your money available at the September

meeting in order to gain accurate catering figures ($5.00 members, $15.00 non - members).
And now some late news. Michael Carr, son of Ray and Jean, was rushed into the

Mater Hospital on 16 " August with severe abdominal pain which was later diagnosed as the

aftermath of a previous appendectomy some three years ago. It was touch and go for a

while, however, the latest news suggests that Michael is over the dangerous phase andisin

an induced coma to let the body continue to cure the remaining problems. Although he has a
long road to go, we are sure he will come good and be back and fitter than ever. To Ray,

Jean and the Carr family, our best wishes and support if requir ed, go with you.
While on the subject of Ray Carr, you will find below an interesting newspaper
article, courtesy of the Wynnum Herald, about Ray and Jeanbd

Well, not much more to report, see you at the September meeting.

Your 6s Ayel!
NGl ST YR RTINS

Alan (Buster) Brown
President
Concert marks IRA bomb anniversary

Thousands of people are to gather to remember the lost
lives of 11 Royal Marines musicians killed when an IRA bomb
exploded at their barracks.

Up to 10,000 people are due to attend a memorial concert
to mark the two decades that have passed since the massacre at
Deal barracks in Kent on September 22, 1989.

A 15lb bomb was placed in the recreational centre
changing room at the barracks' School of Music.

Ten men died instantly. An 11th bandsman died almost a month later from his
injuries.

More than 20 others were injured in the blast, which flattened a three - storey
accommodation block next to the centre and caused widespread damage to nearby civilian
homes.

The whole country unit ed in condemning the attack. About £1.2 million was donated
and divided up between the victims' families.
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A week after the bombing, in a poignant show of support, members of the School of
Music marched through Deal and maintained gaps in their ranks that r epresented the
positions of those killed or injured.

Every year Royal Marines from the School of Music, now based in Portsmouth, perform
in the town in remembrance of the fallen musicians and to thank the community for its
support.

The memorial concert wil | feature two Royal Marines bands, from Portsmouth and from
Collingwood. There will also be a march past the site of the bombing, where a minute's
silence will be observed.

Lieutenant Colonel Woody Page, of the Royal Marines at Naval Command Headquarters i n
Portsmouth, said: "This was an abysmal crime and it's only right and proper that - 20years
on - the deaths of the Royal Marines are commemorated."

Harry's 'Real Hero' Fights For Bigger Payout

A wounded Royal Marine, described by Prince Harry as a "real hero", is appealing
against a compensation award for his injuries suffered in
Afghanistan

Royal Marine Commando Ben McBean was wounded in
Afghanistan. Ben McBean, of 40 Commando Royal Marines,
lost an arm and a leg in a landmine explosion while on
routine patrol in Helmand Province in February last year.

He also suffered multiple shrapnel wounds and burns that
have scarred his body.

The Ministry of Def ence had offered the 22 - year -
old compensation for only eight of his injuries - and for
six of those he was awarded the minimum tariff.

He was initially awarded £161,500, but this was raised to £281,150 after a public
outcry.

Legal experts believe a civilian court would have awarded him more than £1m if he
suffered the same injuries.

Recent civil cases brought against the MoD have resulted in much bigger pay - outs
including £2m for an Iraqi teenager paralysed by a British bullet and £484,000 for an RA F
typist who suffered repetitive strain injury.

Marine McBean's lawyer is expected to argue that the MoD only looked at his injuries
individually and did not take into account the disabling affect of the sum total, nor the

potential for deterioration over time.

The Royal British Legion is representing Marine McBean at his appeal today at a
tribunal at Plymouth Magistrates' Court.

It said there is a need fo r MoD payouts to be "interpreted in a spirit of gratitude

and generosity, not with an anxious eye to the Treasury".
The charity's director general, Chris Simpkins, said: "It is terribly sad that this

brave young Royal Marine should feel dissatisfied with his compensation for injuries
incurred in selfless service to his country.
"We're going to do our best for Marine McBean, but we need to be realistic - the

appeal tribunal's decision will be limited by the Armed Forces' Compensation Scheme and we
believe t  his scheme is unfair.”
Marine McBean, who remains in Service, came to prominence when he returned home on
the same flight with Prince Harry
The Prince, a Se cond Lieutenant with the Household Cavalry (Blues and Royals), said
that McBean's bravery had humbled him.
Despite his injuries, Marine McBean has raised funds for service charities, helping
to launch the 2008 Poppy Appeal for The Royal British Legion in D evon and running the
London Marathon for Help for Heroes.
(Skye News - Wednesday August 19, 2009)

Himalayan challenge for injured forces

As far as tall orders go, this mountain of a challenge has to be one of the most
extreme.

A group of 88 largely Plymouth - based Royal Marines and Royal Navy sailors and Wrens
are gearing up for an expedition next month to the base of Mount Everest.

And the vast majority are either amputees or suffering from mental ilinesses.

The Khumbu Challenge '09 offers those taki ng part the opportunity to enhance their
rehabilitation programmes and put them back in a military environment.

Of the servicemen taking part, 24 were injured during service in Afghanistan.

Among them is Marine Ben McBean, who Prince Harry called 'a real h ero' after losing
his arm and his leg fighting in Afghanistan.


http://indepth.news.sky.com/InDepth/topic/Afghanistan
http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/Home/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://indepth.news.sky.com/InDepth/topic/Prince%20Harry

The expedition already has the royal seal of approval i last October on a visit to

Devonport Naval Base, Prince Harry officially launched it i so after nearly 10 months of
training in locations including Bavaria, Switzerland, Wales, Scotland and even Cornwall,
the servicemen are counting down the days until the challenge begins on September 21.

Sgt Steve Perry, expedition leader, said it would act as a major confidence - building

and team - building exercise.
"I't's about these guys forgetting the trials and tribu
through in the last 12 months," he said.
"For many it'll be the first time they've done anything like this since their
injuries.
"There's been a lot of humour dur ing the training sessions, particularly black
humour as you might expect with the marines, and that'll help them to get through it."
Sgt Perry said they were under no illusion it will be easy going. "It's hard enough
if you're fit and able; an above - knee a mputee will have to put in an extra 150 per cent
more effort than you or I. Times that by the altitude, with 40 per cent oxygen and it's a
truly massive feat.
"Temperatures at the start will be about 35 degrees in the day. At night that could
drop to minus 25"
Mne Daniel Claricoates, an assistant instructor at the Adventurous Training Centre
(West) at Devonport Naval Base, said he was looking forward to the expedition.
"It'll give everyone I especially the amputees i a sense of achievement," the 23 -
year - ol d from Plympton said. "We take everyday tasks for granted but for them, everyday
tasks are more difficult.
"It gives them the chance to show they're still Royal Marines and sailors."
For the expedition, a main team of 12 to 16 experienced climbers will att empt Gokyo
Ri, Lobuche East and the 6,812m peak Ama Dablam. A High Altitude Development Team of 12 to
16 less experienced climbers will undertake an ascent of Island Peak, Pokalde and Lobuche

East and three junior teams, each of 20 trekkers and including f ive, six or seven injured
personnel, will trek to Everest base camp and attempt to climb Kala Pattar.
The 23 - day expedition is to be filmed for a 90 - minute documentary to be screened on

Sky 1 over Christmas.
( Plymouth Herald, Monday, August 17, 2009)

A Little Humour
(Courtesy of Tommy Cooper)

1. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. 'My dog's cross - eyed, is there anything you
can do for him?' 'Well,' says the vet, 'let's have a look at him.' So he picks the dog up
and examines his eyes, then checks his teeth. Finally, he says, 'I'm going to have to put
him down.' 'What? Because he's cross -eyed? O66No, becausehdaw" s really
1 2 3 4 5
2. 1 went to buy some
camouflage 6 trousers the
other day but - < | couldn't
find any.
9 10
3. Apparently, 1
in 5 people n 12 13 in the world
are Chinese. ” T = There are 5
people in my family, so it
must be one 7 18 19 of them. It's
either my mum ormyDad, or
my older 20 2 Brother
Colin, or my younger
Brother Ho- Cha- Chu? But
| think its 2 Colin.
23 24
'RMAQ = Crossword
I~ 003
(Solution on 26 page 10 )
27 28 29 30 31 32
33 34 35
36
37 38
39 40 - 5 =

EclipseCrossword.com



Across Down

1. To gain or obtain. (5) 1. Left side of a ship. (4)

3.  RMslang to peer or peep. (5) 2. My best and closest friend. (4)

7. Those that used to feed ship's boilers with coal. (6) 3. 3 Commando Brigade's unit colour. (5)

8. AssaultonPort___ in1956. (4) 4.  RM slang for fiancé or girl friend. (4)

9. Slang for "May | borrow?"(4,2) (6) 5. Tosleep. (4)

10. A navy medic. (3) 6. RM slang to sleep. (4)

11. Unique RM badge instituted by King George V at 7. Location of the Commando Memorial,
Deal in 1918. (5) Bridge, Scotland. (5)

15. A small measure of rum. (3) 12. Small lockable window on board a ship. (7)

18. RM slang for an extremely ugly woman. (5) 13. Too the front of a ship. (7)

20. 45 Commando's unit colour. (3) 14. The place where the captain commands his ship.

2. Womendés Royal Army Corps. ( 4])6)

22. Famous sea battle near Spain in 1805. (9) 16. RM slang for the Royal Air Force.(4,3) (7)

23. Famous landing in Italy involving 41 Commando 17. Where Bdr. T. Wilkinson, RMA, was awarded a VC
RM, 1943. (7) in 1855. (10)

24. RN/RM slang for washing or to wash. (5) 19. Allocated task or work party.(8,3) (11)

27. To broadcast a message while at sea, via the PA 22. A small granite topped hill on Dartmoor or Exmoor.
system. (4) 3

29. RM action and subsequent battle honour obtained 25. Abbreviation for a Sub Machine Gun. (3)
in 1704. (9) 26. Now obsolete 7.62mm personal weapon used by

33. A vitamin C enriched drink when afloat. (6) RM during 1960s to 1970s. (3)

35. The 'F' in LCFs used during the Normandy landings, 28. A renowned port and run ashore in Hampshire. (6)
1944. (4) 30. RM slang for money. (6)

36. Standard Operating Procedure (3) 31. Abbreviation for a Regimental Quartermaster

37. RM slang for a bed or cot. (3) Sergeant (4)

38. Good or the best information available. (3) 32. Generic nickname for the Royal Navy. (6)

39. Slang for a young Royal Marine Officer in 34. A standard mode of transport for our calling. (4)

training.(2-2) (4)
40. A place on board for basic needs. (5)
Royal Marines and the Normandy Landings
(Part Three)

The Canadians had cleared the Commando's start line at the eastern end of St Aubin,
and soon the village of Langrune was entered against only scattered opposition. The
Commando's HQ was set up in a farmhouse and wha t remained of Z Troop was given the task
of defending it while X Troop helped B Troop clear the seafront house of snipers.
At first all appeared to be going smoothly but then the Commando came up against
the core of the enemy's resistance, a strongly forti fied group of houses and X Troop
reported increasing resistance with B Troop coming under heavy fire from the strong
point. A sniper then killed its troop commander, and the troop's advance stalled. Two

Centaur tanks of the RM Support Regiment were now sen t forward to support B Troop in a
push towards the crossroads at the eastern end of the strongpoint which was now seen to

be protected by wire, trenches, mines and a 5.5ft anti - tank wall. As B Troop started to
advance again X Troop maintained its pressure down a parallel road at the western end of

the strongpoint.

Initially, B Troop, supported
by one of the tanks, made good
progress, and some men managed to get
under the wall of one of the houses
belonging to the strongpoint but were
then driven back by st ick grenades.
By this time the first Centaur had
run out of ammuniton and was
replaced by the second which almost
immediately hit a mine blocking the
road for any other tanks. The
Commando's attack on the strongpoint
now petered out again and the CO was,
as he put it, "at a loss what to do
about it', when he received orders from Brigade to stop the attack and arrange for the
defence of the village as a counter - attack by German armour was expected at any time.
However, the counter - attack did not materialise and the next morning the Commando renewed
its attack on the strongpoint.

By now the resourceful CO had found an answer to the problem of overrunning the
strongpoint: the anti - tank wall had to be destroyed so that his men could get into the
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fortified house s and clear them one by one. To do this he had to get the two Canadian M10
tank destroyers and the RM Support Group Troop Commander's M4 Sherman tank, which he now
had under command, past the crippled Centaur. Fortunately, to the right of the stricken

tank was an open field. It was mined but some of A Troop laid two Bangalore torpedoes
under cover of smoke and these cleared a path through the mines which one of the M 10s

was able to follow. Once past the crippled tank the M10 moved back on to the road and

started firing on the strongpoint and the anti - tank wall. Its high velocity anti - tank
shells were very much more effective against the tough anti - tank wall than the Centaur's
high - explosive shells had been. It soon began to crumble and then the Sherman move d up

and blasted the weakened structure until there was a big enough gap for the men of A
Troop to rush the crossroads and storm the nearest house o the wall.

While A Troop were working their way through the fortified houses the CO had one of
them blown up so that the rubble from it could be used to fill an anti - tank ditch which
was the last tank obstacle before the seafront. Once this had been done the Sherman was
brought forward so that it could fire along the promenade at Germans still holding out in
the strongpoint, and the enemy's resistance soon began to crumble. The battle for the
Langrune strongpoint had been won.

But the price had been a heavy one. Only five rifle troop officers out of 15, and
223 other ranks out of 500 who had embarked at Warsash, survived unscathed.

Though 48Cdo suffered heavily when landing 4ICdo, with whom 48Cdo was due to link
up with at Petit Enfer on D+2, received severe casualties as well. As the Commando had

been given two objectives the CO had split it into two parties. The first, under his own
command, was to destroy a known strongpoint in Lion - sur - Mer; the second, under the
command of the 2I/C, Maj Barclay, was to attack a suspected strong - point in a chateau to
the west of Lion - sur - Mer. The CQO's party, consisting of A, P a nd Y Troops, managed to get

off the beach and to the western end of the village where the CO established his HQ in
the gardens of a villa. But the second party which had landed a few hundred yards apart
from the rest of the Commando ran into a German artil lery barrage which caused heavy
casualties. Maj Barclay was killed and the troop commander of X Troop and several other
officers were wounded. Caught on the open beach the men had to be persuaded to move on up
the beach to the comparative safety of the dun es where the loose sand absorbed much of
the blast. X Troop's sergeant - major Tom Morgan, eventually managed to get 19 of his men
off the beach. But many of the men, dead, wounded or simply dazed had to be left behind.
The CO now took back the second party under his command and, having heard from villagers
that the Germans had left at 0700 hours, ordered P Troop to occupy the supposedly
deserted strongpoint in the village. Soon afterwards, however, P Troop reported it w as
being held up by snipers and LMG fire from houses on either side of the strongpoint and
at the same time the South Lancashire
Regiment, which had landed at H - Hour,
reported they were pinned down by fire
from it
The strongpoint dominated the
main street of the village and was
ingeniously disguised to look like an
ordinary house. Windows and doors had

been painted on the concrete exterior.

Inside the fire positions all had

accurate range maps of what was in their

filed of fire.
In the grounds were three we Il

concealed mortar positions T no more

than holes in the ground T andananti -

tank gun. It was to prove a formidable ‘ :

obstacle for 41 Cdo. \ | & ~ RM Armoured Support Group, Preparing their
The CO now ordered B Troop to Cromwell tanks in Hampshire, prior to D-Day.

R T

skirt the strongpoint and move up the
road to the chateau making contact with
the Sou th Lancs on the way. He sent Y
Troop to support the South Lancs who had with them three AVRE tanks. No naval gunfire
support was available as no wireless contact could be made with the warships lying

offshore, but Y Troop and remnants of X Troop managed to get within 100yds of the
strongpoint by advancing behind the three AVRE tanks. Cpl
behind the second tank, with our Troop Commander, Capt Howes - Dufton, and about five

others. The attack went in and after the first tank w as hit ours overtook it, but then

ours was hit too and so we moved off to the right down a lane with the idea of getting

round to the right of the strongpoint. But at an intersection Capt Howes - Dufton was hit

by a burst of fire from the left and then the Germans started throwing stick grenades

over the wall at us, and we had to withdraw. The third tank was also hit and X Troop

forced to take refuge behind a wall on the left of the road.



While the attack on the strongpoint was running into difficulties B T roop reported
that it, too, was receiving casualties and that it was unable to advance to make contact
with the South Lancs, nor could it make any attack on the chateau without more support.
However, no further support was available, the only remaining 3in  mortar having exhausted
its ammunition when attacking the strongpoint. At 1310 hours A Troop, which had been sent
round to attack the strongpoint from the south, reported it was under heavy mortar and

rifle fire and that its troop commander, Capt Powell, was wounded. At the same time B
Troop reported that an enemy force of about 60 was counter - attacking its position.

The situation for the Commando was now critical and the CO realised that to persist
in his assault on the strongpoint could result in a gener al counter - attack from the enemy
which could destroy his hard - pressed unit. “There was quite a strong feeling,' commented
the adjutant, Capt Taplin, “that if a counter - attack had developed we could have been
pushed back into the sea.' The CO therefore deci ded to concentrate the Commando along a
line in Lion - sur - Mer east of the strongpoint and later in the afternoon, after contact
had at last been re - established with the Navy, a destroyer shelled the strong - point and
the chateau for two hours. This eased the situation considerably and after the Commando

had been reinforced with army units the village was surrounded for the night and the
fighting died down.

(Extract from O6Marines at Waré by |l an Dear. To be conti nt
\:.
Answersto a question asked of secondrade school kids
What's the difference between Mums & Dads?
1. Mums work at work and work at home and Dads just go to work at work.
2. Mums know  how to talk to teachers without scaring them.
3. Dads are taller & stronger, but Mums
have all the real — power 'cause
that's who you got to ask if you want to
sleep over at your friendds.
4. Mums have magic; they make you feel
better  without medicine.
0Sol dier and Sailor Tood
During World War 1l there were a number of occasions when Royal
Marines were employed as part of a prize crew on board a captured enemy
vessel.
In February 1941, after the aircraft of HMS Hermes had stopped the 8, ' -
000 ton Italian merchant s hviipn cd B e oconfafr dtoh eDae a s tj. &
Africa, a party of marines with some seamen and ERAs (Engine Room '
Artificers) were put on board, under command of an RNVR Lieutenant. The ‘
marines rounded wup the shipbs company of overlf and
into the saloo n and put sentries at the door. '
50 Germans, who had scuttled their ship and had been taken off by HMS
Hawkins, were also put on board the ltalian prize. Since the Germans protested about
being held with the Italians, they were then packed into the sick b ay, their captain and
officers being given cabins.
During the passage to Mombasa, the marines helped with the initial tow and then to
work part of ship when under way. They also made their own cooking arrangements. One
marine killed a bullock found on b oard, another skinned and prepared it. Sergeant C.F.
Evans, RM, gave first aid treatment to the Germans whose hands had been burned by the
ropes as they went overboard. He also kept watch on the bridge to enable the officer in
charge to obtain some rest.
Tom. C
Birth of the RMBS
The birth of the RM Band Service commenced at Eastney Barracks in 1903
and the Chief Bandmaster of the school was Warrant Officer Lidiard. In
|l ater years he rose to Major and was affectionatel

theBand Ser viceb.
Tom. C
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The 6Bl azerd Jacket
the 6Sailing Shipd navy,
company.

weal thy, the shipos

the crew had to make their own clothing from mainly canvas, calico

The new captain of HMS Blazer was quite wealthy, so he took pride in his seamen,
especially his boats crew. He kitted them out in white canvas bell bottoms and a short

jacket

of navy blue.

When the fleet saw this boats crew pulling their captain ashore, they were known as
because

6Bl azer s
Tom C.

iThe
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short

navy

Speech by Sir Winston Churchill

rough

and

glorious
shown that they have achieved much since the war began.

They will

achieve more before it ends. They are ready to assail the enemy at many
points and are serving the fleet with whom their past, their present and
their future is so intimately b
With their naval comrades
their ships in every sea. They are ready to land and fight as soldiers

when they hear the bugle sound their divisional call.

ound.

-in -arms they are manning the guns of

standing by to build bases for the Royal N
are helping to defend the merchant navy, and in small craft, to give close protection to

the assault of an invading army. Their pilots are flying with the fleet.

Commandos are waiting to strike again.
They are a formidable and versatile company of warriors, as highly trained, each in
his own mode of warfare, as any of the world has ever seen, eager to fight the enemy
whenever they may find him by sea, by land, by air.
record i
been with them on active service, on police service, in daily routine and in gales of
wind. | have had them with me everywhere, and | tell you there is nothing like the Royal
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Did You Know?

Eligibility for the General Service Medal 1962,
clasp, for service in Northern Ireland, was between

14" August 1969 and midnight on 31 st July 2007.

almost 38 years, the longest period for any individual
clasp. A total of 130, 000 have been awarded.
Also ;

Both the RMA and RMLI participated in the Boer
War; however, they only took part in one major land
battle at Graspan.

Also;

During World War 1, HMS Royal Sovereign was on
loan to the Russian Navy for the duration. When eventually
returned, it was found that human faeces had been smeared
in and on the bulkheads of every compartment. The guns
of the main armament had also been filled with concrete.

And

At

I n the Royal Marines , the best recruit receives the

Kingds Badge, however, di d
Marines Band Service, since 1978, the best Boy Musician or

you

kno

Bugler in Senior in the Commandant General 6s
is awarded the Princebds Badge.
|l eft shoulder, similar to the
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