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* * * Royal Marines Memorable Corps Dates * * * 

January 
23rd   Attack on Montforterbeek. (45 Cdo RM ï 1945) 

30
th
    Royal Marines granted the title of óLight Infantryô - 1855 

February 
14

th
   Formation of the first Royal Marine Commando at Deal - 1942 

22
nd

   First recruits joined Lympstone - 1940 
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
1130 Hrs SUNDAY 1 4th  FEBRUARY 2010 

AT THE óSHIPPING ROOMô 

QUEENSLAND MARITIME MUSEUM, SOUTH BANK 

 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 13t h December  2009  

 

The Meeting Commenced:  at 11 30 hrs  with the usual one minute of silence in memory of fa llen 

comrades .   

Members in attendance :   Messrs Alexander, Aspinall, Baker T, Bates J, Brown, Challis, Clark, 

Crichton, Cude, Eaves,  Eden, Holder, Kehoe, Knowles, Leaney, Murphy, Russell R, Rose, 

Whitworth, Wood T and Wood W.  

Ladies Present:   Mesdames Aspi nall, Bates J, Brown, Clarke, Crichton, Cude, Collins, Eden, 

Holder, Knowles, Leaney ,  Melhuish and Whitworth .  

Apologies received :   Ray & Jean Carr, Michael Carr, Cliff & Joan Dabbs, Kay McAfee , George & 

Geraldine Steel, Alan Weir  and David Weir .  

Visitors :   Jim & Marie Crichton, Dane Whitworth .  

Minutes of the November  Meeting :   The Secretary moved that the November  minutes as printed in 

the December  ñSea & Landò be adopted.  There being no business arising from the minutes, the 

motion was seconded by Kevin Knowles  -  Carried.  

Matters Arising From the Minutes :   Nil.  

Inward Correspondence :  The usual newsletters from Australasian and International entities of 

the RMA and service institutions.  Also received a letter of thanks from Denise Whitworth for 

the get wel l wishes sent by RMAQ and Christmas wishes from other RMA branches and individuals.  

Outward Correspondence :   Correspondence was restricted to internal/external administrative e -

mail traffic only, copies of which are available on request.  

Matters Arising Fr om the Correspondence :   Nil. The Secretary proposed that all correspondence 

as stated be accepted.  Seconded by Roy Leaney  -  Carried.  

Treasurerôs Report:   As our Treasurer  was absen t  due to illness ,  the statement of accounts for 

November will be presented at the February meeting.  

Social Convenorôs Report:   Margaret Crichton thanked the ladies for  assist ance  at the St 

Andrews Day  Luncheon  which was enjoyed by those in attendance .  Alan Brown  then moved a vote 

of thanks to Margaret and Alex for providing thei r home as the venue and for the efforts of 

all concerned .  The membership showed their appreciation in the usual manner.  

Membersô Welfare Secretaryôs Report:   Jo Collins advised that she had sent get well cards to 

George Steel, Denise Whitworth  and  Simon C hallis.  All appear to be recovering well.  

Museum Report :   Alan Brown informed the membership of a break - in at HMAS Diamantina.  Property 

was stolen from the Captainôs cabin and also our display was affected although not involving 

the weaponry.  Alan infor med members that he is not in possession of an inventory list for our 

display.  Discussion ensued regarding the location of such a list.  

General Business :  

RMA Central :  Alan informed the membership  that he had received the RMA Central Annual Report 

for the  first time as President.  

After some discussion, i t was s uggest ed that RMA Plymouth be asked to liaise with RMA Central 

on our behalf for information on RMA/Corps Anniversaries in the UK .  

January Meeting :   Alan remind ed the membership that as usual there w ould be no January meeting 

and the next meeting would be 14
th

 February 2010.  

Please Bring a Plate  
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Christmas Cards :   Tony Cude enquired if we could send Christmas cards to other RMAs and to 

i nfirm  and outlying members.  

Mobility Aids :   Tom Challis enquired after the security of RMAQ mobility aids.  Alan informed 

the membership that they were being held at David Brownôs previous address at Logan Village 

which was now the home of his step - daughter.  It was suggested that they be retrieved and 

split between households of members for  safe - keeping.  He would liaise with Dave Hornby to 

arrange pick up.  

Bugle Call :   Cleve Whitworth moved that we open each meeting with the bugle call. Our Honorary 

Bugler Tony Wood agreed  to the pr oposition .  Th e motion  was seconded by Roy Leaney ï Carried .  

RMA Band Music :   Tony Eden has copied RM Band music to a number of CDs.  These are available 

for a gold coin donation to benefit RMAQ funds.  

Raffle Winners:   Cleve Whitworth and Emily Aspinall won the major Christmas hamper prizes and 

the minor prizes w ere shared between the remaining members.  

 

 

Meeting closed:   1 150 hrs  

 

My Little Bit  
"The ego is willing but the machine cannot go on. It's the last thing a man will 

admit, that his mind ages." ï Will Durant  

 
 A happy new year and a ówarmô welcome to 2010 .  How many New Year  resolutions  have 

been broken so far?  I hope you all had an enjoyable but  safe Christmas and new year.   

Let us all hope this year will be healthy, fruitful and positive for our association and 

members.  

 During the holiday break, the RM AQ assisted Linda Weathered in the placement of her 

late father Fred Lewisô ashes, in the Memorial Wall  at  Mount Thompson Crematorium .  

Pleas e read the following article.  From me, a  personal thank you to  those members for 

their attendance at the ceremony  at short notice and awkward time of year .  

 Pleasing to hear that Roy and George and John have responded to their recent  

treatments and are all recovering well.  

 While we have  been sweltering here in the óSunshine Stateô spare a thought for our 

families and  friends in the UK who have been suffering  from exceptional bad winter 

weather.  As I have often said after undergoing periods of winter t raining with 45 

Commando in Scotland and Norway, as far as I am concerned, the only good place for snow 

and ice is on Christmas  Cards!  

 Anyhow, thatôs all from me for now.  See you all at the next meeting.  

Yourôs Aye! 

Alan (Buster) Brown  

President  

Farewell to Fred 
 

We stood shoulder to shoulder, the Last Post sounded a s we 

saluted  and  farewelled a very proud former Roya l Marine, Fred Lewis , 

who passed away on 8
th

 May 2009 .  

   CH/X 116798 Corporal Frederick Reginald Lewis was born on 13
th

 

July 1926 in Devon, England.  He joined the Royal Marines on 12
th

 July 

1944 and was d ischarged  on 4
th

 February 1947.  During the years he was 

well enough to attend, he was an ardent supporter of the RMAQ.  

It was 10:00 am, on Monday 11
th

 

Janu ary 2010, Mount Thompson Memorial 

Gardens, where we paid our last 

re spects to  Fred Lewis, RMAQ 174 .  His 

ashes were placed into its niche by 

two RMAQ members and  sealed by a 

bronze plaque bearing the RM crest, 

donated  by his daughter, Linda 

Weathered.  Linda and her daughter 

Teresa were clearly moved by the  small 

but me aningful ceremony, attended by a 

number of  members of the RMAQ.  To 

those who partici pated I am very grateful, as I know Linda 

and Teresa are. A big thanks to Tony Wood for his fine 

rendition of the Last  Post and Reveille.  

 After the service, we all adjourned to the home of Jo Collins who had kindly prepared 

an excellent  light luncheon whi ch we all thoroughly enjoyed, and of course, where we 

enthusiastically toasted the life of Fred.   

 

ñSmooth seas and fair winds Royal.ò  

  RIP .  
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Warning Over Navy Spending Cuts  
 

The future strength and structure of the Royal Navy must be driven by "op erational 

need" and not the Treasury, a West  country defence expert has warned.  

Steve Bush, editor of the Liskeard based Warship World, says that despite the Navy's 

pivotal role in Afghanistan, the Senior Service could be vulnerable in any post - election 

defence spending review.  

Writing in his annual book, óBritish Warships and Auxiliaries ô, which is published 

today, he says its case is not helped by the "dwindling" link between the public and the 

Navy and the fact that it is "operating out of public sight a nd over the horizon".  

"For much of the time the troops on the ground have been Royal Marines ï a part of the 

Royal Navy.  

"Many of the helicopters in Afghanistan are aircraft of the Fleet Air Arm, the 

Harriers deployed at Khandahar have for many months of t he year been provided by the 

naval strike wing.  

"Many of the medical staff and support staff are from the Royal Navy.  

"Far from 'taking it easy' on world cruises, Royal Navy personnel have, for a long time, 

been in the thick of the action on the front line  in both Afghanistan and, earlier still, 

in Iraq."  

Mr.  Bush, who spent 22 years in the Royal Navy, says there is no doubt that the 

defence review will "cut back significantly on defence spending".  

While some savings could be made by purchasing more equipme nt "off the shelf", he 

stresses that the Navy still needs to train effectively at sea ï not alongside in port.  

If the Government is "serious about maintaining a national defence industry", it 

has to plan ahead and order sufficient replacement ships.  

"The i ndustrial infrastructure will rapidly diminish, indeed in some cases has 

disappeared, if a constant stream of orders are not forthcoming," he says.  

"Specialist industries such as submarine and shipbuilding cannot survive without 

work. It is essential that the shipyards remain busy if the Royal Navy is to survive.  

"Now is the time to be looking to order the replacements for the Type 22 and Type 

23 frigates.  

"Now is the time to be ordering the replacements for the mine countermeasures 

forces. Now is the time to be ordering the tanker replacements."  

He concludes: "In the past decade, the Royal Navy has been significantly changed 

from its Cold War persona. But it is still relevant today ï we are, and always will be, 

an island nation.  

"It is likely that the next decade will see further change. We can only hope that 

it is driven by operational need rather than a Treasury who don't want to pay the 

insurance premiums necessary to ensure this nation's defence ï not only in today's war 

but for the threats we are likely  to face not only next year, but five years from now or 

10 years from now. Defence cannot and must not be seen as a luxury."  

Western Morning News  

Monday, January 04, 2010  

 

New Medical Centre for Commandos  
  

A new £3.5m medical centre for 40 Commando Royal  

Marines has been opened ahead of schedule in Somerset.  

The environmentally - friendly centre at Norton Manor 

Camp, near Taunton, replaces makeshift facilities previously 

located on the base.  

It houses a number of low - carbon features including 

ground - sourc e heat pumps that provide a free and continuous 

source of heating.  

The facility will be home to both the medical and 

dental teams.  

It was funded by the Royal Navy and completed six months early.  

A spokesman for 40 Commando said: "The centre and faciliti es mark a significant milestone 

in overhauling medical provision for the Commandos."  

Story from BBC NEWS  
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Vomit Cannon to Protect Vessels from Pirates ? 

 
Seagoing Scottish mercenaries/security operatives say they have deployed a radi cal 

laser puke - ray weapon aboard shipping transiting the pirate - plagued Gulf of Aden. The 

device may also be used on paparazzi by reclusive super yacht  owners.  

The Scotsman  reports that ProForm Marine, a company run by ex - Royal Marine 

Commandos and police officers, has provided its "SeaLase" weapon to an unnamed "500ft -

long ship" which will be passing through the gulf "next month".  

ProForm says it "works closely with super  yacht owners and shipping companies" to 

protect vessels from "Paparazzi, Piracy and t errorism". The firm's management adds it can 

draw on a "pool of former Royal Marines to assist in 24 - hour marine security".  

Apart from teams of former commandos, the company also offers technological 

solutions to ship owners  worried about piracy or muckrak ing tabloid snappers. It offers 

the "Sea Owl" thermal camera system, intended to work with a ship's radar to zoom in on 

possibly - threatening radar blips and positively identify them -  in much the same way as 

the radar - linked cameras used in military reconn aissance drones.  

Now, however, the Scotsman  reports that ProForm has partnered with Finnish firm 

Arctic Photonics to promote "Lasersec". The multi  coloured ray gun  "affects the vision" 

of its victims, making them feel "nauseous and disorientated". The desi gners claim an 

effective range of 4km.  

There would seem to be some similarities here with the so - called óDazer ô handheld 

belly - scrambler weapons now offered for sale in America; not to mention similar vom - rays 

under development by the US Department of Homeland Security  and the US Navy . Nonetheless, 

Lasersec describe their gear as "the only Laser based threat deterrent system designed 

specifically for the needs of the commercial sector".  

Despite the current emphasis on Somali freeboo ters ra id ing shipping headed to or 

from the Bab - el - Mandeb strait at the foot of the Red Sea (the only way to reach the Suez 

canal from the Indian Ocean), one may note that Lasersec/ProForm have recently opened an 

office in Monaco -  one of the main centres of the super yacht biz.  

It may just be that the chunder - culverin will spend as much time tackling the 

paparazzo threat as it does pirates. Rather than administering a dazzling sickener to 

buccaneering Africans bent on plunder, it will instead leave intrusi ve snappers 

floundering in pools of their own regurgitated dinner; their plans to garner a lucrative 

billionaire's - concubine Jacuzzi  nipslip shot frustrated.  

By Lewis Page  

Posted in óScience ô, 20th January 2010  

 

 

Dorset Sends in the Marines  

 
Royal  Marines stormed ashore as part of a major naval 

exercise off the Dor set coast.  

The Royal Navyôs amphibious warship HMS Albion led the 

operation which involved a flotilla of smaller ships, tanks, 

their crews and the marines.  

Exercise South West was designed to test the assault 

ship HMS Albionôs capabilities as the amphibious flagship.  

The warship is in her final phase of operational sea 

training under the direction of Flag Officer Sea Training.  

Commander Geoff Wintle, of HMS Albion said: ñThe ship is in 

an excellent state and the sailors and Royal Marines will be 

working  closely together over the next two weeks. The ship will be tested as a command 

and control vessel and the result would be a fully worked - up Fleet amphibious flagship 

ready for operations anywhere in the world.ò 

Dorset Echo  

 

Faslane Marines Honoured for Pi racy Fight  

 

Royal Marines from the Faslane - based Fleet Protection Group picked - up an award 

recently for their valuable work helping to stamp - out piracy on the high seas.  

The award, which is sponsored by MDBA Incorporated ï a world leader in missiles and 

mi ssile systems, was presented to Colonel Mark Gray, Commanding Officer of Fleet 

Protection Group, by Rear Admiral Mark Anderson, Commander Marine Operations.  

Fleet Protection Group have been the driving force behind developing new methods to 

battle pirates since 2000, and have come up with a series of highly successful tactics 

http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/06/01/laser_energetics_puke_ray/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/07/27/dhs_chunder_cutlass/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2007/03/07/us_navy_project_cookie_toss/
http://forms.theregister.co.uk/mail_author/?story_url=/2010/01/20/scottish_maritime_puke_ray/
http://www.theregister.co.uk/science/
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for non - compliant boarding operations ï in other words getting onto ships at sea that 

donôt want to be boarded. 

The Commandosô work in coming up with the tactics led to an enhanced counter - piracy 

surge back in October 2009, helping to keep the seas safe from the threat of piracy.  

The tactical deployment required liaison and co - ordination with a number of 

organisations across the Royal Navy. These included the Surface Flotilla, Navy Comm and 

Headquarters, Royal Marines Poole, the Lynx and Merlin Helicopter Forces and elements of 

Defence Equipment and Support amongst others, making it a real team effort.  

While at Faslane, Rear Admiral Anderson also took the time to present a variety of 

medals, certificates and warrants to Royal Marines from Fleet Protection Group.  

Shipping News  

23rd January 2010  

 

 

 

Military  Humour  
 

Ask a Silly Question !!!  
 

During April 1967, HMS Bulwark was returning to the UK after serving 18 months on a 

war footing due t o the Borneo and Aden confrontations.   

We sailed into Durban, South Africa and tied up alongside the jetty, where 

immediately, official visitors and the voracious press came on board.  

One eager reporter from a local newspaper interviewed Leading Airman óSpikeô 

Hughes.  

The reporter who was obviously looking for a controversial piece, said to Spike, 

ñWhat do you think of your captain?ò  Spike replied, ñHe is a great man, the best I have 

ever served under.ò 

The reporter then said, ñWhat about the other officers?ò  Spike said, ñAbsolute 

gentlemen and very fair.ò  The reporter was obviously not getting what he wanted, so as a 

last resort asked, ñWhat about the food, it canôt be that good?ò  Spike replied, ñThis is 

the best food Iôve ever had in the navy.ò 

By thi s time the reporter was totally exasperated and growled at Spike, ñWho the 

hell are you?ò  Spike replied, ñIôm the shipôs idiot!ò 

Tom C.  
 

Fraterni zation?  

 
 Royal Naval Air Station, Culdrose (HMS Seahawk), is a large Fleet Air Arm Station, 

just outside of H elston, Cornwall.  Just after it became operational, it was decided by 

the admiralty to station a large contingent of WRNS there.  

 The initial draft was coordinated  by a first officer WRNS and the commander of HMS 

Seahawk.  

 At the first meeting between the  WRNS officer and the captain, he made it quite 

plain to her that he did not want any fraterni zation between the WRNS and the sailors.  

 The WRNS officer said, ñDonôt worry about that sir, my WRNS have got it up here.ò 

With that she pointed to the side of h er head with her finger.  The captain very gruffly 

replied, ñI donôt care where your WRNS have got it, my sailors will find it!ò 

Tom C 

   

Pass the Salt!  
 

The Royal Marines at the Lympstone Officers Mess were hosting several members of 

the Guards Regiment. During breakfast one morning, a Guards officer entered the Mess 

wearing his cap and sat down.  

The Royals were bemused but remained silent.   

During the course of breakfast, one of the Royals turned to the offending Guards 

officer and asked him to pass the s alt. No reaction. He asked again. Still no response.  

At this point, a fellow Guards officer informed our Royal that it was traditional 

in the Guards Regiment, that when an officer did not want to be disturbed during a meal, 

he wore his cap to the table.  

The Royal absorbed this thought. Then, he got up and placed his size 9 combat boot 

in the Guards officer's bowl of cereal, saying:  

"It's traditional in the Royal Marines, that when a Royal sticks his boot into your 

cereal, it means 'can you please pass the s alt'!"  

Courtesy ï ógashbag.comô  
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HMS GLENEARN  

535 FLOTILLA  
 

FORCE `X'  
AUG. 1944 ðMARCH 1945 

 (Part One)  
 

X Force consisting of HMS GLENEARN, and the empire ships now flying the White 

Ensign, Emp. ARQUEBUS, Emp. BATTLEAXE, Emp. SPEARHEAD, & Emp MACE, HMS LA MONT formerly 

.SS CLAN LAMONT, which was taking the place of the Emp. BROADSWORD which had been sunk by 

a mine, 536 Flotilla was on the Emp. ARQUEBUS as the Emp. CUTLASS had been damaged by a 

Doodle Bug (VI) whilst alongside, Force X would be under Rear - Admiral Talbot flying his 

flag in HMS LOTHIAN, formerly the SS. City of Edinburgh, Force X was to proceed to the 

S.W. Pacific, attached to the US SW FLEET and under their jurisdiction, via New York and 

the Panama Canal, the force sailed from the Clyde on 3.8 .1944. Frank Taylor had now 

joined Emp. Spearhead which accompanied 'Glenearn' for many months.  

On approaching New York 14. 8 .1944 there was a heavy sea mist, a prelude to a very 

hot Aug. day, I was up in the lookout station, could not see anything, not t he deck 

below, nor the fo'c'sle, looking up it seemed a bit brighter, right ahead high up in the 

mist I could make out a vaguely familiar shape, I reported `Barrage Balloon Dead Ahead' 

then `Barrage Balloon moving to Starb'd' then the shape stayed above us  still quite 

indistinct and kept station with us, as the mist cleared we could see that it was a US 

Coast Guard Blimp, I had no idea that these small airships were still in use, especially 

in any armed forces, as the visibility cleared we could plainly see  the crew who were 

checking us out.  

`Glenearn' went alongside a pier, and a run ashore was like going to another 

planet; shops full of every that we hadn't seen in Britain for years, no shortages, 

plenty of everything, at night all the streets and shops li t up, neon lights, 

restaurants, bars etc. open until the early hours, there was no sign of war here, while 

in port the US Gov. gave us an extra 50 cents a day for cost of living, this may not 

sound much, but then it was a terrific boost to our pay, then st ores were loaded on to 

the ship, we couldn't believe it, ice cream, chicken, biscuits, luxuries we hadn't seen 

for a very long time, they weren't for us, several hundred US Army Air Force came on 

board, these were all aircraft mechanics and maintenance men , they were all sergeants, 

top sergeants, and every other sergeant, there were more stripes than a herd of zebra, to 

us they were all old men, must have been 22yrs to 25yrs old, also there were 6 young 

seamen, ( Gobs )17 & 18yrs of age , they were going to  the Pacific to reinforce a See 

Bees unit, but they hoped to get a ship, they spent a lot of time with us, there were two 

cold water fountains installed on board for the troops, then we sailed for Panama, there 

was a hurricane south of us so we put in to C harleston, Sth. Carolina for a day or so, 

then on to Panama.  

The troops seem to congregate in little circles , playing poker, all around, no one 

took any notice, gradually the games got less and less, but the seamen told us that the 

reason for this was tha t the stakes were getting higher and higher, you could not enter a 

game unless you had a $100 then later $500 then the games were hidden out of the way with 

the main participants paying guards to vet anyone who came too close, they would have 

been down on the troop deck, or below them, the `Buzz' was that the Paybob, had to borrow 

from them to pay the crew, as there was not much cash in circulation on the ship, the 

main players had their own bodyguards as this was all cash, on arrival at Finschhaven 

they we re given an armed escort ashore to bank the money by the US.  

We still had our hot meal at midday, but the US troops had theirs in the evening, 

so at midday they were given sandwiches, the `fillings' at times were quite strange to 

them, the first time they  got corned beef they asked us what it was, naturally we 

answered `corned dog' they were horrified, they knew that Britain was very short of food, 

but to be eating dog!! And to serve it up to them they were aghast!! we tried to tell 

them that that was 

our slang name for 

corned beef but I 

think they remained 

unconvinced as every 

time they asked a 

crew member what it 

was they got the 

same answer' corned 
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dog ',the 'errins' in' drew some unique comments too !! And the young seamen who wore 

jeans tried to age th em, they tied them on the end of a line and put them over the side 

all night, then laid them out in the sun to fade them, so what's new in 2008?  

Through the Caribbean it was starting to get hot so we took our hammocks and slung 

them in the LCAs on the davi ts, we did this from then on in the tropics, on deck were 

rigged a couple of canvas `pools' filled with sea water about 2ft 6in deep, that we could 

dip in to keep cool, unfortunately one of our corporals dived in and broke his neck, he 

lived and was put as hore in Colon, the outboard LCAs were lowered and the davits turned 

inboard before entering the Canal, then `Glenearn' entered the canal like a mother duck 

with her brood of LCAs following close behind, at Panama it rained like I've never seen 

before about  6in. in about 30 minutes, we stripped off and climbed up to the craft on the 

davits and pulled the bungs out in case they got swamped those craft following behind had 

to keep the bilge pumps going !! At Balboa the LCAs were hoisted then with Captain 

Hutch ison as senior officer `Glenearn and the 4 Emp. ships sailed on, next stop was Bora 

Bora; `Lothian' and `Lamont' were left behind for `repair'.  

On arriving at Bora Bora some of the US troops were put ashore, and we heard that 

there had been a mutiny on the  `Lothian' half a dozen stroppy matelotes had played up 

because there was an acute water shortage on board and the Admiral made them parade in 

clean pressed whites every day, also someone had painted Rear Admiral Talbot's initials 

on his cabin door, in whi te paint, this is all that we knew about the mutiny, I did not 

know any more until I read the book "Mutiny in Force X" by Bill Glenton about 1995, then 

many things became clear, the ships company of HMS Lothian had walked off the ship at 

Balboa, we then pu shed on to New Guinea as there was something big coming off and we were 

to be part of it.  

Approaching Finschhaven at the end of Sept. 1944, ` Glenearn' was told to wait for 

a pilot, Captain Hutchison sent back "I surveyed these waters before you were born " and 

came in and docked unaided, the rest of the troops and the young seamen were put ashore, 

the something `big' was the invasion of the Philippines, there were talks held with the 

top US brass, US officer in charge of landing craft was known as "Dan Dan  the Amphibious 

Man" who gave permission for us to take part as long as we only used US landing craft, 

LCVPs (Higgins Craft) which of course did not fit our davits.  

X Force had 

over 100 landing 

craft so could 

carry 3500 troops 

or more but were 

not require d, A US 

sergeant drawled 

that it would not 

look good on the 

news "stateside" to 

see British landing 

craft at the 

Liberation of the 

Philippines after 

Gen. McArthur's 

much trumpeted "I 

Shall Return'.  

X Force was 

broken up, 

'Glenearn `and 

'Emp. Spearhead 

`wer e sent down to 

Cairns and 

Townsville to train 

the Australian Army 

for amphibious 

landings, it was on 

Trinity Beach that 

we were instructed 

to practice re -

embarking troops from the beach for an operation on Nth Borneo, but we heard no more as 

Gen. McArthur needed all available ships for the Philippine campaign, the Aussies enjoyed 

the 'errins' in', a big change for them from their Bully Beef!! The other ships were sent 

to various destinations around the SW Pacific, and now as a unit of the USN we were given 

a number, HMS Glenearn became HMS PZ 47 or something like that.  

The Australian troops came on board in their faded jungle greens and slouch hats, 

they had a yellowish tinge to their skins which they said was due to the anti malaria 

drug Atabrin that they h ad to take, one of the first to come on board was a bloke who 

stopped and looked around, then said `I've been on this ship before, this is the ship 


