he Sea ¢ [Land

s

dMARF. PE!

Patron: H.M. The Queen

August 2009

PRESIDENT/EDITOR: Alan (Buster) Brown

VICE PRESIDENT: Alex Crichton SECRETARY: Glenda Brown TREASURER: John
Wells

SOCIAL CONVENOR: Margaret Crichton MEMBERS WELFARE SECRETARY: Jo
Collins

STANDARD BEARER: George Steel CHAPLAIN: Rev William (Bill) Pearson BUGLER: Tony Wood

TRUSTEE: John Kehoe CLUB STEWARD: Tom Baker TRUSTEE: Cleve
Whitworth

Web Page: www.rmag.com.au

All Correspondence to:
The Secretary RMAQ, 2 Monaghan Crescent, North Lakes, Qld, 4509.

Phone: (07) 3204 4984 Email: alan.brown31@bigpond.com

@RERRLREERRLERRRRRRLRRLRRRRLRRRRRRCRRRRRRCRRRRRRRRR

* * * Royal Marines Memorable Corps Dates * * *

August

st
17 a4 Royal Marine Commando formed from 1t Royal Marine Battalion, 1943.
st
1 Forton Barracks (RMLI) closed, 1923.
th
/ 45 Royal Marine Commando formed from the 5th Royal Marine Battalion, 1943.

th
12 847 Naval Air Squadron formed as 3 Commando Brigade Air Squadron Royal Marines,
1968.

315t Chatham Group (1t Grand Division) disbanded, 1950.
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Important Note:
Some members who received their Sea and Land Newsletter by email have found that

their subsequent printed copy had text and/or graphics out of alignment. This
may be due to t he . page setup” settings ori gi
newsletter, differing from those set as default in the recipients MS Word
progr am. It is suggested that the page setup se
si ze, al l margins to 1.5 c¢cm and header/footer to

alleviate the problem.

1130 Hrs SUNDAY 9th AUGUST 2009

AT THE ‘SHIPPING ROOM’
QUEENSLAND MARITIME MUSEUM, SOUTH BANK

Please Bring a
Plate

Minutes of the Monthly General Meeting held on 12th July 2009

The Meeting Commenced: at 1130 hrs with the usual one minute of silence in memory of
fallen comrades.

Members in attendance: Messrs Alexander, Aspinall, Baker, Brown, Challis, Clark,
Crichton, Cude, Eaves, Eden, Hornby, Kehoe, Leaney, Murphy, Rose, Russell R, Steel,
Wells, Whitworth, Wood T and Wood W.

Ladies Present: Mesdames Aspinall, Bates M, Brown, Crichton, Cude, Eden, Hornby, Leaney,
Melhuish, Steel and Wells.

Apologies received: Julian Bates, Jean Clarke, Cliff & Joan Dabbs, Kevin & Audrey
Knowles, Kay McAfee, John Tomkins and Denise Whitworth.

Visitors: Tim Parish, RMA East Lancs.

Minutes of the June Meeting: The Secretary moved that the June minutes as printed in the
July “Sea & Land” be adopted. There being no business
motion was seconded by Alex Crichton. - Carried.

Matters Arising From the Minutes: Nil.

Inward Correspondence: The usual newsletters from Australasian and International entities
of the RMA and service institutions and a card from Denise Whitworth expressing thanks
for the get well wishes.

Outward Correspondence: Correspondence was restricted to internal/external
administrative e-mail traffic only, copies of which are available on request.

Matters Arising From the Correspondence: Nil. The Secretary proposed that all
correspondence as stated be accepted. Seconded by Tom Challis - Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer gave a detailed statement of accounts. There being no
business arising, it was proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by Roy Leaney that the
accounts be accepted - Carried.

Social Convenor’s Report: Mar garet Crichton®"s health has i mproved
again taken over as our Social Convenor. Margaret reminded members that the Christmas in
July function would be held next Sunday, 19 July at 12 noon for 12.30pm and would be
subsidised at $10 per head for members. Margaret then advised that the Corps Birthday
luncheon would be held on Sunday 25 October and asked members to consider whether they
wanted to hold the function at an alternate venue other than the oMM. December
would be followed by lunch to mark the Christmas/January break and asked that donations
for inclusion in the Christmas hamper raffles be Dbrought to the next few meetings.
Margaret advised that she has planned aatSHer Agstiderew T 2Dy
November.

Members’ Welfare Secretary’s Report: As Jo Collins is away Tom Challis reported on the
wellbeing of several of our members. Denise Whitworth was recovering from her fall; Dave
Mawby had an operation in Cairns and 1is waiting to hear from the Mater Hospital in
Brisbane for further emergency treatment; and Dave Jefferies 1is on the mend and 1is
looking forward to joining us when he feels up to it.

Museum Report: Nil.

General Business:

Newsletter: — Alan said it appeared all newsletters forwarded by e-mail had been received
and asked that he be advised if any amendments needed to be made to the Nominal Roll. He
then called for personal stories from members for inclusion in the newsletter.
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Appreciation: — Alan expressed his thanks to Tom Challis who sent condolences on behalf
of the RMAQ to the Welsh Guards for their recent loss in Afghanistan.

Fund Raising — Alex Crichton expressed our gratitude f or Tony Cude"s efforts i

funds for the Association. The membership showed their appreciation in the usual way.

Association Bar — Alex advised that the quote for embroidery of a 30cm crest on the front
of the bar skirt had come in at $145. Roy Russell donated $20 towards the cost and Frank
Murphy promised the balance. The membership showed their appreciation for the generosity

of their two members. Frank Murphy"s s gaggsesehramts oo ftheput t i

meeting table was accepted.

Anniversary — Tom Baker reminded us that it was the 55" anniversary of the capitulation
of the Italian forces. His ship and its crew were among those involved and were awarded
the Silver Star. He proposed “up spirits” in remembrance of
seconded by Cleve Whitworth — carried.

Raffles — The raffles this month were won by Frank Murphy and Glenda Brown. Frank
donated his prize of a bottle of wine back for a later date and Glenda donated her prize
of 2 bath towels for a re-draw which was won by our visitor from UK, Tim Parish.

The meeting closed at 1150 hrs

My Little Bit

"At the shrine of friendship never say die, let the wine of friendship never run dry.'Victor Hugo

I was goingt o begin by wishing yMerayl Chr i & tHewast,! there is
no need to after seeing all the happy and contented faces at our Christmas in July
function. I am sure we would like to thank Cleve and Denise for the use of their lovely

t ho

home and for the outstanding effort they made t 0 create a , Chri st mas" t aadsmosp]l

a great day and well attended.

Of course, do not let us forget the behind the scenes work by our ladies in the
preparation department. Many thanks to Margaret, Glenda, Geraldine, Jean and Cheryl.

I f anyone observed Tony , Spi elmbverggahd €idntieg andnigse:tyoy, do
not be alarmed. He assures us that the moving images taken of you in embarrassing
situations will only be disseminated world wide!

A hearty welcome to our visitors, Tim Parish and his lovely lady Maggie. Tim is an
old mate of mine from our Support Company days in 42 Cdo in Singapore, 1968-69. Any
stories he has related concerning me when over there are not true. The stories he has
told about John Kehoe are!

As time advances, please give some thought as to the venue for our Corps Birthday
function on Sunday 25™ October 2009. It is our most important event of the year which we
would like to celebrate enjoyably as well as recognising the significance of the date. A
venue where we can privately propose toasts, make speeches etc, while still indulging
ourselves would be excellent.

You will find an item on page nine which asks for your support with the National
Defence Medal Petition. With that item I have also added the latest press release from
the NDM committee. How so very true and also so very sad. Please read.

After my , mai den voyage" wi t h t he newsl etter |
feedback. Thank you. I will endeavour to keep up the high standard which you are used
to.

Part of the feedback also related to the misalignment when recipients print their
own copy of the Sea and Land. | believe this may be
different to the original used by the compiler. The small note on page one of this issue
should fix the problem.

By now, everyone should have received a copy of the June 2009 RMAQ Nominal Roll.
Already some omissions and errors have been identified which I will attempt to address
with a revised copy being issued about September 2009. Please let me know of any
additions or changes well before then.

I would also like to remind you of the appropriate destruction of any superseded
copies of the nominal roll you may still have. Remember, identity fraud is on the rise.
Do not let us give the criminals any assistance.

By the way folks, could you please ensure you sign the Attendance Register when you
arrive at our meetings please.

hav



Before I go I would like to thank those of you who sent me your best wishes when I
was 111 a short while ago.
Well, not much more to say other than keep smiling and I look forward to seeing you
at the next meeting.

Your s Aye!l
Alan (Buster) Brown
President
RMAQ Crossword - 002
(Solution on page 10)
Bl o 1o S ol
Across 38. Title awarded to our corps in 1802. (5)
39. A place on board for basic needs. (5)
40. RM slang to sleep. (4)
%' EI\N/I/;Iang.fcl)(r mone}y. t(g) ith th ¢ 41. Famous battle involving 41 Independent
. Wi”iamsr'nc(g)ame or those wi € surname o Commando RM in 1950. (6)
6. Slan for.a Cornish Pastie. (5) 42. RM slang for a Royal Marine recruit. (5)
' 9 : 43. Name of a barracks in Singapore, home of 42
9. RN/RM slang for the ocean or the sea. (7) Cdo RM, during the 60s. (6)
13. The place where the captain commands his ' 9 '
ship. (6) Down
14. Famous battle in 1945 involving 43 Commando
RM (9)
16. Tosleep. (4) 2. Abbreviation for a Sub Machine Gun. (3)
17. Standard Operating Procedure (3) 4, Avv_arded to the Royal Marines by King George
19. RM slang for his cabin or room. (4) IVin 1827. (5)
22. Town in Kent where the Depot RM was located 5. Anavymedic. (3)
until the 80s. (4) 7.  RN/RM slang for rubbish or waste. (4)
23. To broadcast a message while at sea, via the 8. To be lucky or to succeed. (7)
PA system. (4) 10. Assaulton Port __ in1956. (4)
26. Battle of Isle, 1761. (5) 11. RM slang for an extremely ugly woman. (5)
28. A vitamin C enriched drink when afloat. (6) 12. RN/RM nickname for those with the surname of
29. Slang for "May | borrow?"(4,2) (6) ‘Smith. 6) _
31. RM slang for the jungle. (5) 15. RM 1st Grand Division disbanded in 1950. (7)
34. Slang for a young Royal Marine Officer in 17. Those that used to feed Ship'S boilers with coal.
training.(2-2) (4) (6)
37. Left side of a ship. (4) 18. RM slang for a bed or cot. (3)
20. 45 Commando's unit colour. (3)



21,
23.

24,

25.
27.

30.
32.

33.

35.
36.
37.
40.

RM slang to peer or peep. (5)

A renowned port and run ashore in Hampshire.
(6)

A small granite topped hill on Dartmoor or
Exmoor. (3)

RM slang for to collide or fall over. (4)
Abbreviation for a Colour Sergeant Royal
Marines. (7)

Sentry Duty or other rostered duty. (5)

Famous assault by L Company, 42 Commando
RMin 1962. (7)

Alternate RN/RM slang for the ocean or the sea.
(5)

My best and closest friend. (4)

A small measure of rum. (3)

RM slang for absolutely nothing. (5)

Good or the best information available. (3)



Prince Charles on Marines

“During exercises I was always intrigued to discover that large numbers of Royal
Marines used to queue up outside my helicopter, presumably hoping to be transported
in my aircraft. I used fondly to imagine that they had instinctively recognised my
talents as a pilot, until it was eventually revealed to me that the reason for my
apparent popularity was that they thought my helicopter was better maintained than
everyone else's!
The Bootneck is a crafty character
-—— *** 00000000000 *** —-—

Royal Marines abused by anti-war protesters as they hold
homecoming parade

A homecoming march by Royal Marines returning after a
bloody tour of Afghanistan was hijacked yesterday by anti-
war protesters.

Five militants waving Iraqi flags screamed 'genocide'
and 'not in my name' at soldiers from 3 Commando as they
marched from Buckingham Palace to Parliament.

Some of the protesters also tried to use a megaphone
to drown out the Royal Marines band but were beaten when
onlookers began to clap and cheer to overcome them.

3 Commando's march from Buckingham Palace to
Parliament was marred by anti-war protesters, who shouted
at the troops as they went past.

One of the militants had to be restrained by police until the 120 servicemen and
women had gone into the House of Commons, where they were met by Armed Forces Minister
Bill Rammell and other dignitaries.

However, it proved the only slight on what was a special day for 3 Commando, which
has suffered more fatalities than any other brigade on their last tour.

Some 33 of the 3,500 elite unit died, and hundreds more were injured on the gruelling
six-month winter tour in southern Helmand province.

Despite the demonstrations, the soldiers were cheered on by dozens of well-wishers
and tourists who gathered outside Wellington barracks in London.

Lance Corporal Frank Wyatt, 25, from Oxford, said: 'People are increasingly
appreciating what we do and it's a real boost to know the country is behind you.'

Police said the five protesters maintain a constant presence in Parliament Square.
3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines is the elite fighting force of the Royal Navy.

The 3,500-strong brigade is an amphibious rapid reaction force, highly trained for
combat in extreme weather conditions and on difficult terrain.
Protesters were eventually drowned out by applause from others.

Police moved the protesters away, but Scotland Yard said there were no arrests.

On the last tour they were involved in operation Sond Chara, or Red Dagger, the
biggest offensive since the Irag invasion of 2003 which involved attacking insurgent
strongholds near Nad-e-Ali in Helmand.

The troops also took part in operation Diesel, a raid on a Taliban drug factory in Upper
Sangin Valley.

The number of UK troops killed on operations in Afghanistan since 2001 stands at
169, after a soldier from the 1st Battalion Welsh Guards was killed in an explosion in
Helmand province on 19 June.

Armed Forces minister Bill Rammell said: 'It is absolutely right that we honour the
troops from 3 Commando in this way.

3 Commando Brigade Royal Marines is the elite fighting force of the Royal Navy.

'T have seen first hand how committed and dedicated they are and we must thank them for
all they have achieved in Afghanistan, particularly in controlling the narcotics trade
and ensuring the elections were as secure as possible.'

A small crowd gathered outside Wellington barracks to cheer on the troops as they
marched down Birdcage Walk, through Parliament Square and through the Carriage Gate to
the Royal Marines Band.

One young boy waved a union jack while others including tourists from Germany, the
U.S. and Japan clapped and cheered.

Lance Corporal Frank Wyatt, 25, from Oxford, said the support made a difference.

He said: 'People need to appreciate what we're doing and the more they know about
it the better.’

Medical Assistant Roxanne Starsmeare, 23, from Taunton in Somerset, had Jjust
completed her first six-month tour of Afghanistan.




She said: 'For the last three months I was one of the front-line medics and treated
everything from cut knees to troops who had been seriously injured, of which there were
unfortunately a lot.

It was hard work but I learned a lot and made some good friends. I think people are
increasingly appreciating what we do and it's a real boost to know the country is behind
you.'

Onlooker Sterling Lacey, 73, a retired teacher, said: 'It's the least we can do to
show our gratitude for all they've been through.'

Last weekend some 30,000 people turned out to show support for the troops on Armed
Forces Day. 3 Commando will be holding a day of remembrance for fallen colleagues in
Exeter on Saturday, where they are based, and some 1,000 personnel from the Brigade are
expected to attend.

The five who shouted abuse are protestors who maintain a constant presence in
Parliament Square to demonstrate against the wars in Irag and Afghanistan.

Scotland Yard said there were no arrests.
By Daniel Bates and Daniel Martin

Portland Stone and Press Gangs

As we all know, in 1666 the Great Fire of London occurred which devastated the
city.

As part of the city reconstruction, Christopher Wren was given the Warrant of
Architects to rebuild St Paul"s Cathedr al

His first task was to ask parliament to stop all exports of Portland stone as it
was the nearest quarry for malleable stone in the quantities requiredJ

} A few years later, during the French War, under

Royal Warrant, the Press Gangs would come ashore and
assault and kidnap young men into the fleet. Portland
was not excluded. The Press would knock the young
quarry workers unconsciousness and take them to a ship
of the line in harbour to serve for some years. This
was good for the fleet but bad for the rebuilding of
London, as we now had a situation where not enough stone
was being quarried for the building of the city.

and still is known, had a meeting to discuss how much
the admiralty would require annually to stop the Press
from taking the young quarry workers to the fleet because they still had quotas of stone
to fulfill for London. The admiralty sent back a monetary figure which the Court Leete
accepted.

For many years the tariff was paid to the admiralty at the expense of the citizens
of Portland. Eventually the Court Leete again contacted the admiralty to see how much it
would cost to keep the Press away from Portland indefinitely.

After some month®s consideration, a figure was sen
a lot of hardship by the citizens, the money was eventually collected and sent to the
admiralty under armed guard.

It is pleasing to note that the lordships stood by their word and the Press never
went into Portland again.

To this day, the Court Leete exists and every year they muster on Chessil Beach,
halfway between Portland and Weymouth to proclaim their sovereignty as a council over
Portland.

It is also interesting to note that no man born in Portland can ever be called up
for consideration in HM Armed Forces.

Tom C.

God luv ‘em!

Answers to questions given to some grade 2 kids:

Why did God make mothers?

1. She's the only one who knows where the sticky tape is.
2. Mostly to clean the house.

3. To help us out of there when we were getting born.

What did Mum need to know about Dad before she married him?

1. His last name.

2. She had to know his background. Like is he a crook? Does he get drunk on beer?
3. Does he make at least $800 a year? Did he say NO to drugs and YES to chores?
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Royal Marines and the Normandy Landings
(Part Two)

The Commando now started on its 10-mile march through enemy held territory and
arrived at La Rosiere at 1730 hours were it was decided to halt and assess the Commando's
state and to reorganise. It was found that Q Troop commander had been killed on the
beach, and that the Adjutant and two other officers had been wounded. 73 other ranks were
missing; nearly all the Bangalore torpedoes and 3in mortar bombs had been lost, and the
Heavy Weapons Troop had only one medium machine gun and one 3in mortar, which had lost
its sight. Like B Troop, A Troop had lost
practically all its weapons but unlike B
Troop had not been able to pick up enough,
while Q Troop had lost nearly half its
strength and Y Troop one third. However, X
Troop was reasonably dry and well equipped
as was HQ Troop though their wireless sets
would not work.

Having reorganised, the Commando
set off once more overrunning what
scattered opposition they met from
surprised German wunits and managing to
collect sufficient enemy weapons from
these encounters to equip A Troop. By the
time they reached the assembly point,
which was unoccupied except for a German
first aid post, it was dark and the
Commando dug in for the night.

Port-en-Bessin was defended by a
triangle of strong points, one to the west
and one to the east of the port on hills
dominating it, and what appeared from the air reconnaissance map to be weapon pits to the
south of the town behind the western feature. Before launching an attack on these three
positions the CO sent out a fighting patrol to investigate the strength of the enemy in a
nearby chateau at Fosse Soucy. It was decided that they were not in sufficient strength
to interfere with the Commando's attack on Port-en-Bessin and in the afternoon, with fire
support from a destroyer and the aid of a smokescreen the assault began. Before the
Commando could enter the town to attack the two features, the weapons pit had to be
cleared and this was successfully achieved by X Troop without casualties. A Troop,
assigned the task of attacking the strongpoint on top of the western feature, led the way
towards the port and was met by two policemen who offered to guide the troop through the
back streets to the foot of their objective. While A Troop blew a hole in the wire and
were preparing to move up the western feature B Troop, whose task it was to take the
eastern feature, became pinned down at the edge of the harbour and became disorganised
after suffering extensive casualties. Q Troop, or what remained of it after its heavy
losses on the beaches, sent to reinforce B Troop, also became pinned down by accurate
mortar fire from the eastern feature.

At first A Troop, led by Capt Cousins, seemed to be making good progress up the
western feature but once the marines had climbed beyond the level of the rooftops they
became targets for two flakships lying inside the eastern Jjetty of the harbour. They
opened fire with 20mm cannon and the two right hand sections under Lt Wilson suffered
especially heavy casualties, at least 11 marines being killed outright, and many more
wounded. Wilson was hit and knocked unconscious while his batman lying at his side was
killed and later A Troop's other subaltern, Lt Goldstein, was also wounded when he lay
too close to a Bangalore torpedo with which he was blowing a hole in some wire near the
top of the feature. With such heavy casualties, and still under fire, the troop now
withdrew back into the town but Capt Cousins, undaunted by his experiences on the Port En
Bessin western feature, immediately decided that he would try and assault the eastern
feature. While he was collecting a small party of officers and men to find a route up to
the strongpoint Maj Donnell collected another small party and went forward towards the
harbour to locate the flakships and try to silence them with a PIAT. The flakships were
located and the party took up firing positions in an abandoned enemy pillbox and poured
fire on the two vessels, which soon had the German crews scrambling on to the jetty to
surrender.

While Maj Donnell's party was locating and neutralising the two flakships Capt
Cousins' party had found a broad track winding its way up the eastern feature to the
strongpoint and decided, rightly, that as this was obviously the path the Germans used it
would not be mined. The small party got as far as a low bank which ran across the
hillside. Beyond it lay wire, and a well secured gate blocked the path. Above the line of
wire ran a ridge along which the Germans had dug slit trenches whose occupants now began
hurling stick grenades at the marines. However, as none of them dared standup to throw,
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the grenades fell short and Cousins and his men were sheltered from the blast by the
small bank. Cousins wanted to break down the gate and storm the strongpoint then and
there, but was dissuaded from so doing by the others who pointed out that it would make
more sense to get reinforcements from the port. The party then withdrew and Cousins
reported to the CO who reinforced the party with more men from A Troop, and with men from
Q Troop which was now under the command of Capt Vincent. He also arranged for supporting
fire from some Bren carriers which had been used to bring ammunition from the landing
beach, and from the one remaining 3in mortar. Smoke was laid and under its cover an
enlarged party moved back up the path, cut the wire, moved through the now abandoned
outer enemy defences, and then split in
two. Capt Vincent moved to the right with
his party while Capt Cousins took his party
to the left. As dusk fell the two parties
cautiously approached the crest. About 10
yds from it they spread out and at about
2200 hours they were heard to give a loud
cheer as they swept on to the summit of the
feature. Cousins' party came under heavy
but inaccurate fire and overran several
German positions before coming to the cliff
path along which it had originally been
. » planned that A Troop would attack. Wire
olandqd- protected the main part of the German

gk strongpoint but Cousins found that a gap in
it had been left where the path ran along
the top of the cliff. He told Lt Wilson
and the rest of the party to take shelter
in the abandoned slit trenches while he went forward to explore the possibilities of
advancing through the gap in the wire. There was a good deal of confused firing and
shouting and then the marine who had gone forward with Cousins crawled back and reported
to Lt Wilson that Cousins was dead. In the meantime the men from Q Troop had wheeled to
the right on reaching the crest, and, firing their weapons continuously from the hip as
they advanced, they had covered about a 100yd when the Germans began surrendering. The
prisoners included an English speaking Oberleutnant and he was taken by Capt Vincent to
the other end of the strongpoint where Lt Wilson and his party were still pinned down and
was instructed to persuade those still fighting to surrender. After some argument he
succeeded in getting his men to surrender and the feature was at last in the hands of the
marines.

The collapse of the defence of the eastern feature and the neutralisation of the
two flakships in the harbour heralded the end of the Germans' fight to hold this vital
port, and when morning came it was found that the strongpoint on the western feature had
been abandoned during the night. However, while the fight for the port was still
continuing, Germans from the chateau at Fosse Soucy had suddenly put in a counter-attack
on the Commando's HQ Troop dug in on Point 72. Unfortunately, the marines had at first
thought the advancing Germans were Americans as they were expecting to link up with the
American army at any time. In the resulting confusion the position was overrun, 20
marines were taken prisoner, and several were killed or wounded. But when the CO sent a
patrol to Point 72 the next morning the patrol found it had been abandoned by the enemy.

While 47Cdo was having a tough struggle to capture Port-en-Bessin, a few miles down
the coast 48 Cdo was also encountering stiff opposition. Contrary to what they had been
told to expect, the enemy's defence positions had not been silenced when they landed half
an hour after the first assault had gone in. "It was quite unrealistic to suppose the
Canadians who went in at H-hour could silence them in the half-hour before we arrived,'
the CO said later. The result of this miscalculation on the part of the planners was a
near disaster.

The landing craft carrying Y and Z Troops were hit. Most of Z Troop was ferried
ashore by an LCA but the rest had to try and swim for the shore, and many were drowned.
The troop sergeant-major was carried west by the current for nearly a mile and was lucky
to survive. Y Troop was picked up by an LCT, but this then bore them off to England and
it was another two weeks before they were able to rejoin the Commando. Their commander,
Maj Derek de Stackpole, however, plunged over the side and, despite being wounded in the
thigh, reported for duty at the CO's command post. Smoke was now laid by the Commando
from mortars set upon the surviving landing craft, and disembarkation began.

(Extract from ‘Marines at War’ by Ian Dear. To be continued..)

> N

: éac,hes at Ouistreham after 45 cd

[
Lo
2

.



! * SUPPORT THE NATIONAL DEFENCE MEDAL (UK) CAMPAIGN * !

Internet release from NDMA — July 2009)

We are delighted with the issue of the Elizabeth Cross since we also campaigned for
recognition for those sadly killed whilst serving.

On 10/06/2009 we presented a petition to No.10, on behalf of veterans, current
service men and women.
NDMA

Please now visit: www.nationaldefencemedal.webs.com

Tokenism

The MOD 1is encouraging councils, businesses and homes across the country to show
their support for Britain's Armed Forces by flying a special flag designed for the
occasion. The problem is that while this lip service and gung ho 'praise' 1is being
spouted, the Government and the MoD are still ignoring long standing demands from
veterans of all Services for due recognition by way of a National Defence Medal.

Something that every other Nation that the UK is allied with, provide for their
Service people. An NDM would have ensured that the Amrizkar, Quinsey, Huntrod and McCann
families had a tangible demonstration of the Government
regret at their loss and thus permit them some degree of closure.

Instead they ignore, decry and dismiss all of the attempts made to prove to them that
their omission is manifestly against their own and the vet
money perhaps? Veterans would happily pay for theirs if the VAT component went to
something like BLESMA or any other Service charity.

If the intention was and is to honour and succour veterans, why have all of the
Military Hospitals been closed? Surely if the Armed Forces were such an important part of
the Government®"s agenda, they would never have been closed
much more sense to keep them open and use them as adjuncts to the NHS rather than lose
all that expertise? At least the long term wounded and maimed would not have had to
depend so heavily on charities for their lifelong needs.

If the Armed Forces were so appreciated, why is it that pay and conditions have
been allowed to fall off to the point that insufficient Brits are enlisting and teams of
recruiters are having to go to poorer Commonwealth countries such as Fiji to find enough
people to man the very thin lines that are all we have left of once creditable and
formidable armies, aircraft facilities and fleets. The loss of County Regiments is not
down to any rationale other than the shrinkage of recruits seeking entry into the army.
Effectively the army has been downsized to fit the numbers coming in.

If the military is so high on the list of priorities, why is it that Britain had to
withdraw from Basra rather than allow the bleeding off of manpower and weaponry that was
so badly needed in Afghanistan? Probably this was tied in with the reason that Sappers
Amrizkar and Quinsey's bodies were shipped from Ireland as freight. The British Army has
been allowed to atrophy to such a degree that it could not, unsupported by the Americans,
cope with any sort of campaign against any sort of enemy. So we kept out of Basra town
and skulked on its periphery and we avoided offending the Republicans of Ireland. Quite
simply, any more serious requirements for ANY level of armed conflict could not be met by
what Britain has left in the kitty. Argentina is now making threatening noises about the
Falklands once more, why wouldn't they? They know a spent force when they see one!

What has been done to the Armed Forces of Britain is shameful and while it is fine to
be proud of Britai n'omen m®n pash dtkndwWpresent times, it is not enough to
merely nod in agreement with sentiments expressed by those who have betrayed all that
these men and women have done and are still endeavouring to do. These dedicated and loyal
people are somehow doing all that they can, not with the help of the government and the
MoD but rather, in spite of them! It is high time that the people of the UK recognised
that for many years, the Armed Forces have been seen and treated as a necessary evil,
rather than the asset that they truly are.

Yes, please support us and appreciate us past and present but remember as you do so,
that the featherbedders at Westminster and Whitehall are not in any way sincere.

The current example of the Ghurkha“"s i s a muthamekl vakumi nde
and respect is given to Service people by the government and administration of the UK,
once they are of no further use.

NDMA
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Solution to Sea & Land Crossword No: 002
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Did You Know?

In 1964 HMS Albion (Commando Carrier No: RO7) was the
first warship in the world to carry a hovercraft as
part of her operational assets, for patrolling the
waterways of Borneo. It was manned by Royal Marine
landing craft personnel and RCT.

Also;

41 Independent Commando RM is the only RM Cdo to

receive a US Presidential Citation. In December 1950,

they led out the 7™ US Marines from the Chosin

Reservoir in Korea. This force wa sg=tr w L

Force™, named after the CO of 41
And

In 1802 when the corps was being considered for the
Title ,Royal® we had 203 confirmed and accepted
honours. How many now?

Please Note
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
submissions contained within this publication, I cannot
guarantee the factual veracity of the content. _ Ed.
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